
Coronavirus Weekly Staff Digest 

Webinar Agenda | May 22, 2020 (Week 11) 

 

I. Case Update [Monty] 

a. 52,268 cases reported in Texas, across 225/254 counties; 800,433 tests; 1,440 deaths  

b. For Texas case updates: CASE DASHBOARD from dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus 

 

II. DSHS Update [Monty, Joyce] 

a. Comments about Emergency Department Use: Mental health related events examined by CDC 

using real-time surveillance found an overall decrease in ED use since beginning of the year for 

all causes; however, there was an increase in mental health related ED visits (e.g. non-fatal 

suicide attempts and opioids overdoses).  

 

III. Agency Update [Angela, Blair] 

 

IV. Role Update [Mark, Joyce] 

a. NPI Tips of the Week 

▪ Surfaces: CDC update to SARS-CoV-2 transmission on objects as ‘does not spread 

easily,’  but still possible [LINK] 

▪ Cloth Masks: Cloth masks are largely ineffective in close range (<12 inches or so), 

especially when coughing or sneezing, while more research is needed for other distances. 

"That's why public health officials are warning people to remain at least 6 feet apart from 

one another, even if they are wearing masks. In other words, homemade masks are likely 

to be just a small piece of the puzzle for controlling the COVID-19 pandemic." [LINK] 

▪ Gloves: When to wear gloves [CDC LINK] 

 

V. Evidence-Based Practice Update [Mark] 

a. Obesity: “…obesity strongly impacts the severity of COVID-19.” But, more to learn. [LINK] 

b. Diabetes: 7,337 COVID-19 patients with or without diabetes was retrospectively studied [LINK] 

▪ Diabetes status increased the need for medical interventions during COVID-19 

▪ Diabetes status increased the mortality risk of patients with COVID-19 

▪ Well-controlled blood glucose correlated with improved outcomes in infected patients 

c. MMWR Report (May 19, 2020): High COVID-19 Attack Rate Among Attendees at Events at a 

Church — Arkansas, March 2020 

▪ Primary Cases: 2 symptomatic people (pastor and wife) attended children events at church 

March 6-8, later tested positive for COVID-19 

▪ Church Cases: 35/92 attendees acquired COVID-19, 7 hospitalized, 3 deaths 

• Note: Only one case appeared to come from a Bible study occurring at same time 

▪ Community Cases: With contact tracing, 26 additional cases (1 death) from contact with 

church cases 

▪ “…six of the seven hospitalized persons and all three deaths occurred in persons aged ≥65 

years, consistent with other U.S. data indicating a higher risk for COVID-19–associated 

hospitalization and death among persons aged ≥65 years” 

• In Texas, analyzed deaths: 71% are ≥65 years (40% are ≥80 years) 

 

VI. Trainings/Development [Joyce]  

a. TAMU School of Public health presents a free video series ‘COVID-19 Conversations’ 

premiering on May 28, 2020 from 12pm-1pm, aimed at heping our community better understand 

the background and details fo the COVID-19 pandemic and public health response. [RSVP] 

 

 

 

https://txdshs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/ed483ecd702b4298ab01e8b9cafc8b83
https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.livescience.com/are-face-masks-effective-reducing-coronavirus-spread.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/gloves.html
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1002/oby.22883
https://www.cell.com/cell-metabolism/fulltext/S1550-4131(20)30238-2
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6920e2.htm?s_cid=mm6920e2_w
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6912e2.htm?s_cid=mm6912e2_w
https://public-health.tamu.edu/research/covid-19-conversations.html


VII. DAR Updates/Medical Supply Delivery [Rachel Bauer] 

 

VIII. Resource Updates [Joyce] 

a. Texas EDEN | Recordings of all meeting are online 

b. Fact Sheet for Food Drive and Food Pantries 

c. Operation Face Mask 

d. CDC: Considerations for Institutes of Higher Education [LINK] 

e. New information related to Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C): 

▪ CDC Health Alert (5/14/20) 

▪ Information for parents 

▪ Recorded CDC COCA webinar (geared toward clinicians) (5/19/20)  

f. Two workshops by National Council for Behavioral Health    

▪ Workshop #2: Self-care and Promoting Post-traumatic Growth and Management 

During COVID-19. This workshop provides different strategies you can use to manage 

the impact of anxiety and worry on yourself and techniques to implement to enhance self-

care during active crisis. Select from one of the two options:   

Tuesday, May 26; 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. ET or Thursday, May 28; 3 – 4:30 p.m. ET 

g. SAMHSA upcoming trainings  
h. CDC EPIC Training: 2020 Hurricane Season During COVID-19 – Wednesday, May 27, at       

1 p.m. ET  

 

IX. Q&A, Discussion 

 

Coronavirus.gov | CDC Coronavirus | Texas DSHS | Texas EDEN 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting [LINK] 

Password: 765756 

 

Weekly Digest Zoom Recording at texashelp.tamu.edu [employee only site] 

‘Coronavirus Communication and Resources for Employees’ 

 

 

 

https://texashelp.tamu.edu/coronavirus-information-resources/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/considerations.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/2020/han00432.asp
file:///C:/Users/Joyce.Cavanagh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/W4Y7OG5K/•%09https:/www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/mis-c.html
https://emergency.cdc.gov/coca/calls/2020/callinfo_051920.asp?deliveryName=USCDC_1052-DM28623
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__go.thenationalcouncil.org_NJ00CMwf0007lBF0Db50T3R&d=DwMFAg&c=r_tSStIHV2ie60z4DgB-pQ&r=mNPt4dvKMHN8HZq7Ix-qdJ5szG2XGqDLVmugfK3gC0M&m=Wk1NMU7MVEi8WvWbYX3uvf90nsb3kpK9LxQ6-xhBNOs&s=JBH33ROqR_HzgGGGnpMX_9fzmvUWp1bhen8ayVPNsb8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__go.thenationalcouncil.org_CJl00a0aR0AM0bfT3w07F05&d=DwMFAg&c=r_tSStIHV2ie60z4DgB-pQ&r=mNPt4dvKMHN8HZq7Ix-qdJ5szG2XGqDLVmugfK3gC0M&m=Wk1NMU7MVEi8WvWbYX3uvf90nsb3kpK9LxQ6-xhBNOs&s=_AvWRhdP8_M79nojbbk8-jBdrPj5131KPgiVITEJyC8&e=
https://impact.extension.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/training-and-technical-assistance-covid19.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Joyce.Cavanagh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/W4Y7OG5K/•%09Multiple%20SAMHSA%20upcoming%20trainings:%20https:/impact.extension.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/training-and-technical-assistance-covid19.pdf
http://www.coronavirus.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
https://dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus
https://texashelp.tamu.edu/
https://agrilife.zoom.us/j/821031461?pwd=b2dqRzlYaFpNSFF4Y2Y0OXcvT3pKQT09
https://texashelp.tamu.edu/

