
 
 

I am reaching out to you as your assigned contact from the Commission to Rebuild Texas under 

Commissioner John Sharp's leadership.  The primary goal of the Commission is to listen to your 

questions, concerns and needs, and to help facilitate getting answers and support to address 

your needs. 

In this role I have been asked to share some important information regarding some of the more 

commonly asked questions and some timely new developments in these key areas: 

- Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) 

- Debris Inquiries 

- Temporary Debris Management Sites 

- Mosquito Issues 

- Housing Assistance Issues 

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG)  

To begin with, there have been several concerns about a looming deadline for submitting 

applications for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.  This is NOT correct.  Thus 

far a deadline for submitting these applications has not been established. 

In fact, all entities should be preparing a prioritized list of the projects they anticipate asking to 

have funded using CDBG funds along with an estimate of the cost of these projects. This 

information is needed to allow Governor Abbott and Commissioner Sharp to advocate for more 

funding for Texas from the CDBG Funds from Congress. As your Rebuild Texas contact, I will 

provide a form later this week for you to provide to your local entities in preparing these lists. I 

will also provide you with instructions on where local entities should send the completed list 

and estimates. 

Debris Inquiries 

We have had several questions related to debris removal. The best contact for all of these 

questions is the Joint Debris Task Force established by FEMA and TDEM. The phone number for 

this issue is the FEMA Public Assistance Hotline: 855-336-2003. This number is for use by your 

office and your local leaders.  This hotline should NOT be shared with the public and the public 

should NOT be directed to call this numbers.  



 

Also, the FEMA representative for debris removal is Tony Furr.  He may be contacted at 

tony.furr@fema.dhs.gov.  Tony’s contact information can be shared with your local leaders, but 

NOT with the general public.   

Secondly, the 100% reimbursement for debris removal, under Category A Public Assistance, is 

set to expire on September 22, 2017. FEMA and TDEM have received requests to extend this 

deadline and are considering options for an extension; however, we do not have any 

information concerning an extension at this time.  When a decision has been made regarding 

this requested extension I will inform you. 

Due to the wide scale impacts in the declared disaster counties, FEMA has determined this to 

be an “exigent and emergency” situation and is allowing local governments to use non-

competitively procured (sole sourced) contracts for debris removal until October 10, 2017. 

Attached you will find a document entitled, “FEMA Exigent and Emergency Conditions.”  This is 

a FEMA memo and a list of FAQs that provide details related to non-competitively procured 

contracts.  

Temporary Debris Management Sites 

For counties included in a Federal or State Disaster Declaration, there is the potential to receive 

reimbursement for proper debris management.  In order to preserve Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA) reimbursement eligibility, one necessary step is to ensure that 

all Temporary Debris Management Sites (TDMS) have received prior approval from the TCEQ 

before beginning operations.  If there are any questions or if clarification is needed, please 

call 1-888-777-3186. 

In an effort to ensure that all effected counties have the information necessary to effectively 

manage the extensive debris management activities in their area, the TCEQ has provided the 

attached document entitled, “TCEQ Guidance on Debris Management Temporary Sites.”  Please 

refer to this document for additional guidance for each of your entities.    

Mosquito Issues 

There have been numerous questions about spraying for mosquitoes. Most of the areas 

impacted by Hurricane Harvey are seeing extremely large populations of mosquitoes. Federal 

and state resources have been deployed to spray these areas. The first round of this spraying 

was completed over the past four days. Additional rounds of spraying will be conducted in the 

future. 

We have also been informed that local cities and counties are authorized to use their local 

mosquito spraying contracts to spray areas in your respective jurisdiction.  These expenses will 

be 100% reimbursable until September 22, 2017. 
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Housing Assistance Issues 

Finally, we have received several questions about how to contact FEMA with a variety of 

questions related to housing assistance. The Commission to Rebuild Texas met with FEMA and 

TDEM on September 11th and has formed a task force to develop details about the housing 

assistance programs available to Texas communities and residents. This task force has been 

charged with developing details and information about the programs applicable to Texas 

communities by September 18th. 

Conclusion 

Again, please use or direct your local officials to the FEMA hotline number as needed.  The 

number is 855-336-2003. 

We will be contacting you again shortly concerning the Commission to Rebuild Texas and 

regional meetings that we will be hosting with elected leaders and your staffs beginning the 

week of September 18th.   

We appreciate your leadership in responding to Hurricane Harvey and Commissioner Sharp is 

aggressively working with state and federal resource agencies to ensure Texans are getting the 

assistance and support we deserve and need. 

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns regarding this information or any 

other issue in your district.  I will continue to reach out to you frequently to learn how we can 

assist you. And if you ever have any questions or need my assistance, please give me a call. 

Thank you for your time. 

 

Attachments: 

FEMA Cost Share Information    

Vector Control Information     

Debris Removal Information 

FEMA Exigent and Emergency Conditions 

TCEQ Guidance on Debris Management Temporary Sites 





























Important Information to Preserve Debris Management 

Reimbursement Eligibility 

For counties included in a Federal or State Disaster Declaration, there is the potential to 

receive reimbursement for proper debris management.  In order to preserve Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) reimbursement eligibility, one necessary step 

is to ensure that all Temporary Debris Management Sites (TDMS) have received prior 

approval from the TCEQ before beginning operations.  If there are any questions or if 

clarification is needed, please call 1-888-777-3186. 

In an effort to ensure that all effected counties have the information necessary to 

effectively manage the extensive debris management activities in their area, the TCEQ 

is providing the following guidance.  Again, please do not hesitate to call if any 

questions arise or additional clarification is needed. 

The TCEQ regional offices and local authorities are actively overseeing the siting and 

implementation of debris and waste management plans in the affected areas.  As soon 

as practicable following the disaster, requests should be submitted to the TCEQ using 

the required form.  The Request for Approval of Temporary Debris Management Site for 

Debris Resulting from Declared State or Federal Disaster form (TCEQ Form-20660): 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/response/TCEQ-20660.pdf 

Guidance for response and cleanup is available on the TCEQ’s hurricane response 

website:  https://www.tceq.texas.gov/response/hurricanes 

Two specific guidance documents are listed below: 

• The approval process and debris management guidance are described in 

guidance document RG-518, “Managing Debris from Declared Disasters” 

https://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/rg/rg-518.html 

• Guidance for animal carcass disposal is available on the Texas Animal Health 

Commission’s website:  http://www.tahc.state.tx.us/emergency/index.html and in TCEQ 

Regulatory Guidance 419: https://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/rg/rg-419.html 

For additional debris management questions, please contact Tim Haase, Office of 

Compliance & Enforcement, at 512-239-6007, or at timothy.haase@tceq.texas.gov 
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