


External parasites, especially mosquitoes, will be a major problem. A number of com-
mercial products are available for treatment of individual animals or small areas (foggers
and sprays). However, for larger livestock, their only relief will be dry pastures with ac-
cess to a good wind. Usually the larger livestock tolerate mosquitoes and biting Fies even
though it is not in their best interests to be afflicted. Some can transmit diseases, such as
West Nile Virus in horses. Ae best defense is to ensure the animals are vaccinated
against the major diseases (or boostered) as soon as possible. Ticks, especially the hard
(or outside) ticks, will move to higher ground and onto more livestock. Several good
commercial products are available and should be applied when possible because ticks
can also transmit diseases like anaplasmosis.

Internal parasites may become an issue over time, especially if caHle from several
sources are commingled and many pastures are Fooded. Ais will not be an immediate
problem due to the extended lifecycle of most of the internal parasites but may become a
problem later. You should visit with your veterinarian about future treatment.

Water quality will also be an issue, especially for livestock in populated areas that drink
from streams, bayous, and tanks that Ell with rain runoff. Ais water could be contami-
nated with salt water from storm surges, petroleum products, dead animals, and fecal
material from Fooded septic tanks and sewer systems. If possible, water livestock from
cleaner water sources until these can be evaluated.

If there are dead animals on your property, dispose of them properly if possible. Dead
animals cannot be burned without permission of the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality, but this might be waived in the case of a natural disaster. Usually one or
a few animals can be allowed to decompose above ground (if burial is not feasible) if
they are not a human health hazard, do not obstruct traffic, and are not in a waterway or
drainage area. If you do bury them, avoid ground that is within 50 feet of any water well.

Aese recommendations are just a partial list of actions that livestock owners should
be aware of in a post-hurricane event and do not cover several species-speciEc concerns.
Whenever possible, livestock owners should either evacuate their animals to a safe area
or move them to high ground that has some protection from the wind and rain. Ideal are
wooded or brushy areas where livestock have access to natural shelter, feed (or hay), and
room to move to avoid Fying objects. If animals (such as pigs) are housed in a conEned
space where escape is not possible, facilities should be evaluated for Fooding hazards.
Animals in these situations may need to be moved to another location. Livestock owners
should have an inventory list of their animals, identiEcation numbers (or pictures), and
veterinary records. A Erst aid kit would help in preparing for the worst.

Texas livestock owners can End hurricane-related information on the Texas Extension
Disaster and Emergency Network (EDEN) at hHp://texashelp.tamu.edu/. Ae EDEN
website has pages for Hot Topics (current problems) and Disaster Information (pre-
paredness and recovery), plus a full library of disaster resource information by topic.


